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Shropshire Lieutenancy

As I write for our late spring 2025 newsletter I realise, I am now six months older than when writing for 
the last edition and worried that time is flying by too quickly. I currently hold the very important position 
of “super granny on the Turner’s garden football pitch” I’m nearly always relegated to goal but even that is 
being jeopardised by life moving too quickly and my muscles too slowly? 

The Lieutenancy has had a fabulous and busy first half of 2025 packed full of community involvement and 
a lovely royal visit. It’s been difficult selecting which events to highlight in our newsletters because the 
Deputy Lieutenants around the county have embraced being involved and so busy. We have once again 
showcased Shropshire by welcoming the Duke of Edinburgh back to the county, we have been delighted to 
learn and share that two Shropshire businesses have been awarded the King’s Award for Enterprise, we have 
remembered and given our thanks to those who served in the second world war by attending VE day events, 
we have presented awards and welcomed many new citizens to Shropshire.

We look forward to a busy (and hopefully sunny) summer thanking the vitally important volunteers at our 
garden party and attending local seasonal events.

As a Lieutenancy we are linking out into the community to collaborate with schools, churches, businesses, 
and organisations and are pleased to be making many more connections. A newsletter is a terrific way to 
share the work of the Lieutenancy, and we really appreciate the lovely feedback you are giving us about our 
previous newsletters. 

We hope you enjoy this, our latest newsletter…
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The Visit of HRH Duke of Edinburgh

We are always grateful for the time that all members of the royal family 
devote to visiting our county. In March it was particularly pleasing to 
see HRH Prince Edward, the Duke of Edinburgh, make a special royal 
visit to Derwen College in Gobowen. The college is well known within 
the county and nationally for the way it supports young adults with 
special educational needs and disabilities. During his visit, students 
delighted in showing him the College’s unique ‘Marketplace.’

The Duke toured the dedicated Outdoor Centre, where students 
proudly showcased the skills that they have learned as part of their 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award programme. His Royal Highness watched 
as students, with a wide range of special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND), working towards their Bronze, Silver, and Gold 
Awards, demonstrated activities. These included boarding the canoe 
simulator, scaling the traversing wall, and outdoor cooking around the 
firepit.

In addition the Duke also met the team from OsNosh in Oswestry and were shown how their hard-working volunteer team, and 
school students, had taken surplus food collected that week and turned it into a global feast fit for a Prince.

OsNosh CIC has been a key part of the Oswestry community for the past 
six years. Based at The Centre in Oswestry, their community kitchen 
and café takes surplus food and turns it into delicious, nutritious ‘pay as 
you feel’ meals. Their dedicated volunteers collect good food from local 
stores and suppliers that would otherwise have gone to waste and then 
share it with the local community.

The Duke of Edinburgh also visited The New 
Saints Football Club in Oswestry. He learned 
about the football club’s charity, which supports 
youth work and provides free activities during 
school holidays.



Over the past six months I have been delighted to present 
the Kings’ Award for Voluntary Service to five of the eight 
winning Shropshire organisations. Awarded for life, this is 
the highest accolade for the voluntary sector, described as 
the MBE for voluntary groups. 
 
There was recognition for our first ever football club, 
Shrewsbury Up & Comers FC, an entirely voluntary group, 
set up in 1973, they provide football opportunities for 
children from the age of four, as well as adults; currently they have over 650 registered players. The opportunity for so many 
children and adults to play football is only possible because of the dedication of their team of volunteers, without whom none 
of this would happen. These volunteers are making an incredible contribution to the health and fitness of their players and 
long may they continue. 

King’s Award for Enterprise

The King’s Award for Voluntary Service

This is the most prestigious of all business awards and I am always thrilled to present them 
to Shropshire Businesses. The standard is extremely high and the process rigorous; requiring 
entrants to demonstrate just how exceptional they are. Each year there are four categories of 
the awards covering: Innovation, International trade, Sustainable development, and Promoting 
Opportunity through Social Mobility. 

This year Grainger & Worrall, who have been awarded the King’s Award for Enterprise 
on three previous occasions, have been awarded for Innovation. The company is based in 
Bridgnorth, providing highly complex aluminium castings. Already well known in the automotive industry, their reputation 
is growing rapidly in defence, aerospace, and infrastructure markets. 

Our other winner is Fabweld Steel Products Ltd based in Madeley, Telford they have been awarded the King’s Award 
for Enterprise for Sustainable Development. They are market leaders in the design and manufacture of access covers 
and other fabricated steel products for the construction industry, including non-structural and structural applications. I am 
looking forward to presenting their crystal award and certificates in the very near future.

These are exemplar organisations, and I am so proud to have them recognised as Shropshire businesses by His Majesty. The 
Grant of Appointment which lasts for five years, includes a special crystal trophy, the right to fly the KAE flag, use of the KAE 
emblem for marketing as well as an invitation to a Royal reception. Whilst the process is demanding, people often think only 
large companies are eligible, when in fact small companies with just two full time employees, or part time equivalents, may 
be eligible. 

The 2026 KAE process is already open with applications invited until September 9th. We know from previous Shropshire 
recipients that winning the King’s Award for Enterprise is enormously beneficial, providing worldwide recognition, 
increased commercial value and is a great boost for staff. Within Shropshire Lieutenancy we have a small team of deputy 
lieutenants who are always willing to share their expertise and talk through the process, so if you would like to find out more, 
please contact the lieutenancy office. 

 Telford Interfaith Council
This organisation led and run entirely by volunteers, plays a central role 
bringing together people of all faiths and cultures serving, supporting, 
and caring for members. Based in Wellington they provide a wide range 
of services from the out of hours food bank to persuading members to 
take up vaccination opportunities and creating an environment where 
meals can also be shared so no one need ever feel alone. 



Oswestry Borderland Tourism

Citizenship Ceremonies 

Run as a charity since 1992, the Trust offers a wide range of activities including fishing, 
woodcraft, horticulture and conservation opportunities to young people and adults 
with physical and learning disabilities. Their hard working, dedicated volunteers have, 
for decades, enhanced the lives of so many disabled people allowing them to flourish 
and creating respite for carers.

Sustainable Newport 
An entirely volunteer led organisation, Sustainable Newport has been 
pioneering innovative public engagement ideas since they formed in 2009. 
The work of the volunteers, their drive, enthusiasm, and dedication has had 
significant impact right across Newport, both individually and in collaboration 
with other organisations. 
Over the next couple of months, I will be presenting the award to Shrewsbury 
& Oswestry Crucial Crew, Cruckton & District Ploughing and Hedging 
Society and Shropshire Beekeepers Association.
The work that these volunteers do every day, right across the county, and the 
difference they make is truly outstanding. Many congratulations to all our 
wonderful Shropshire volunteers and I very much hope that other voluntary groups will be nominated when the KAVS process opens 
again later this year. 
If you know of any volunteer led organisation that you feel is exceptional, please do let them know about the workshops that the 
Lieutenancy run each year and encourage them to come along and find out more. We already have workshop dates fixed for. 
Tuesday 15th of July 2:00 to 3:30 PM
The Silvester Horne Institute 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY
Wednesday 3rd September 2025 10:30 to 12 noon
The Council Chamber, Shropshire Council, The Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury SY3 8HQ
Tuesday 16th of September and 7.00-8.00 pm by Zoom

This group, otherwise known as “Visit Oswestry,” may be the only 
one of its kind, so far, to be awarded a King’s Award for Voluntary 
Service for promoting tourism. It is a non-profit company led by 
volunteer directors which exists solely to promote Oswestry and the 
Borderlands. It enables Oswestry to have its own dedicated tourism 
destination organisation. Volunteers take up many different roles 
from meeting and greeting visitors to acting as tour guides who 
continuously promote the area. 

I suspect few people realise that almost every month of the year, in both 
Shrewsbury and Telford, Citizenship Ceremonies are held. Achieving 
citizenship is a long, difficult, and expensive process, requiring considerable 
work and commitment. The Lieutenancy formally represent His Majesty at 
these ceremonies, to welcome our new citizens who have chosen to make 
this country their home and to congratulate them on becoming citizens of the 
United Kingdom. Whilst our main role is to meet and welcome them, we also 
highlight the opportunities for volunteering within the county and encourage 
them to exercise their new right to vote.

The Albrighton Trust



Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadets

Shropshire’s new High Sheriff 

One of the highlights of my year, every May, is the installation of my new cadets. Each 
year the Sea Cadets, Army Cadets, Air Training Corps, and the Combined Cadet Force 
each choose a cadet to fulfil this role. It is a very competitive process, with cadets valuing 
the opportunity to serve as one of my cadets. 
At the ceremony, the new cadets listen to speeches from the outgoing cadets, which 
describe the opportunities and roles they have fulfilled during their year in post. We 
try to give them a wide variety of experiences and opportunities, accompanying myself, 
Vice, or Deputy Lieutenants on civic and military visits. It was so evident last week that 
the four outgoing cadets, had enjoyed some wonderful occasions from assisting with 
royal visits to D-Day, VE day and Remembrance services. The new cadets, SCC – Cadet 
Leading Hand Sean Heighway, CCF – Serjeant* James Watts. ACF – Cadet Staff Sergeant Willow Chattington -Lowe and RAF AC – Cadet 
Warrant Officer Tabitha Fish were formally welcomed at the ceremony where I presented their Lord-Lieutenant Cadet Badges to them, 
which then gets beautifully sewn onto their respective uniforms. 
* Parts of the British Army continue to use the old fashioned spelling.

In April we welcomed our new High Sheriff Mrs Jane Trowbridge JP. Jane took over the role from Brian 
Welti JP whom many of you will have met during his year as High Sheriff. We hope Jane has a very 
enjoyable and fulfilling year getting to know many of the wonderful charities, businesses, councils, and 
many other organisations that make this such a vibrant county.

I always look forward with anticipation to the New Year and Birthday Honours lists and 
was delighted to see another four Shropshire residents recognised by His Majesty for the 
outstanding work they have achieved. These medals are only given to a small proportion 
of people who have either achieved something exceptional in public life or selflessly made 
life better for others. It is a proud moment for all of us, and I congratulate them all for their 
incredible efforts.

Recognition & Awards 

Officer of the British Empire (OBE) 
Dr. Matthew John Kearney, Shrewsbury – For services to 
Health and Prevention of Cardiovascular Disease.
Mr. Peter Laybourn, Little Stretton – For services to the UK’s 
Green Economy and Climate Action.
Professor Mark Ormerod, Whitchurch – For services to 
Education and Sustainability.

Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE)
Mrs. Phillippa Jones, Oswestry – For services to Oncology.

Awards ceremony at RAF Shawbury 
Deputy Lieutenant, Air Vice-Marshal (retired) Warren James 
CB CBE, was delighted to be able to present honours and 
awards to people and teams at RAF Shawbury.
These ranged from Long Service and Good Conduct medals, 
through Safety Awards, ‘colours’ for representing the Royal 
Air Force at sport and brilliant work with military and local 
communities for welfare and wellbeing.

Midland Cave Rescue 
I  was delighted to present eighteen 
members of the  Midland Cave Rescue 
Organisation with their coronation medals.  
The presentation took place at the Severn 
Valley Railway Station at Bridgnorth.

West Mercia Police 
Lt Col Samantha Brettell DL was pleased to meet with Officers from West 
Mercia Police at Shrewsbury police station and presented them with their 
coronation medals.



Other Ceremonies

The Dean of Lichfield’s visit

Re-opening of Clun Town Hall following renovations
It was an absolute pleasure to return to Clun to jointly, with 
the New High Sheriff of Shropshire Jane Trowbridge, cut 
the ceremonial ribbon at the official Reopening of Clun 
Town Hall. On a beautifully sunny morning, members of the 
local community gathered alongside Deputy Lieutenants 
Katherine Garnier and Fiona Rogers-Coltman, Clun Town 
Mayor Councillor Ryan Davies, South Shropshire MP Stuart 
Anderson and The Archdeacon of Ludlow The Venerable 
Dr Fiona Gibson, to celebrate the successful completion of a 
project launched in 2023 by Clun Town Council and the Clun 
Town Trust.

Wilfred Owen Festival – Oswestry
Veronica Lillis DL represented the Lieutenancy at a ceremony in Oswestry Council Chamber where 
luthier, Steve Burnett officially handed over violins and viola to the people of Oswestry. He crafted them 
from a branch of a sycamore tree that still grows in the grounds of the former Craiglockhart Hospital in 
Edinburgh where Wilfred Owen was treated for shell shock during WW1, and where he met fellow soldier, 
poet and mentor Siegfried Sassoon. The instruments donated to Oswestry (where Owen was born), include 
the Wilfred Owen Violin (pictured), the Siegfried Sassoon violin, the Robert Graves Violin, the Maggie 
McBean Viola (matron at Craiglockhart) and the Rivers & Brock Cello (named after the doctors who treated Owen in hospital).
The Wilfred Owen Festival in Oswestry ran from 15 – 23 March culminating in a classical music concert on Sunday 23 March featuring the 
Wilfred Owen String Quartet of Instruments.

Chinese New Year
Deputy Lieutenant Gareth Williams represented the Lieutenancy at the celebration of the Chinese New 
Year in Telford. The event was a resounding success, with a fantastic turnout, engaging activities, and a 
great line-up of entertainment. Not to mention, the delicious food!

Whitchurch Town Council now has a new home on Station Road,” Whitchurch Town Hall and 
Community Hub”! Together with the High Sheriff of Shropshire, Brian Welti and Helen Morgan MP we 
toured the new premises before unveiling a commemorative plaque to mark the occasion of the official 
opening.

Shropshire Mental Health Services Vehicle
We are all very aware of the challenges faced by those experiencing mental health issues and the importance of 
supporting mental health services across the county, so I was delighted to be asked to cut the ribbon and launch the 
new Shropshire Mental Health touring vehicle. This invaluable hub will be touring different parts of Shropshire to 
help people with their mental health.

Credit: Mark Duffee

I am always pleased to show off our wonderful county and was delighted to accompany the Rt Revd Jan 
McFarlane, Dean of Lichfield, who oversees the work of Lichfield Cathedral, for a whistle stop tour of 
Shropshire which is one of the three counties with parts within the Diocese of Lichfield. The whole visit 
was brilliantly organised by Claire Crackett MBE DL

We were warmly welcomed everywhere and had the chance to discuss the links each parish has with 
Lichfield Cathedral and how these can be strengthened. We also enjoyed some very delicious cakes!



Right across the county communities came together to 
mark VE day, eighty years after World War two ended. 
From church services providing poignant moments 
of dedication and commemoration to those who gave 
their lives for our freedom to street parties, attended by 
young and old. It was pleasing to see so many school 
children attending events, reading prayers and poems 
in honour of our fallen. May we never forget the sacrifice 
of so many. 

Shropshire Staffordshire Cheshire Blood Bikes
Thanks to the generosity of the Mark Benevolent Fund, Shropshire Staffordshire 
Cheshire Blood Bikes recently took delivery of a brand-new BMW 1250. Deputy 
Lieutenant Tony Morris-Eyton represented Shropshire Lieutenancy at the presentation 
made by Mr Dennis Hill, Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Staffordshire, and 
Shropshire Mark Master Masons, who was representing the Mark Benevolent Fund. 
Also attending were Sir Ian Dudson KCVO CBE, Lord-Lieutenant of Staffordshire, 
representatives of the Mark Master Masons of Staffordshire, Shropshire, Cheshire, 
Derbyshire and Staffordshire Freemasons, trustees, and members of the charity.

The Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust. 
“A Garden for Alice”
Having attended the official turf-cutting ceremony back in October 2024, I was 
delighted along with comedian Harry Hill to officially open “The Garden for Alice”. 
This garden is the result of a true community effort – from the dedication of the  
volunteer designer to the generosity of grant funders, local businesses and families 
who all wanted to do something special for the children at the hospital The garden 
is located outside Alice Ward, the dedicated children’s unit at The Robert Jones and 
Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, and has been transformed into a safe, accessible 
and inclusive space for children and their families to enjoy throughout their time in 
hospital.

Beneath the Bearskin
This was a complete departure for me. Garrison Sergeant Major Vern Stokes OBE 
MVO DL and I agreed to offer an event at the Severn theatre where the audience 
could listen to Vern’s memories and experiences in his unique role, particularly 
sharing moments from the most important ceremonial events in recent history. He 
shared some of the most poignant moments of the funeral of her late Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth to some of the humorous moments of the Coronation, just two of the 
amazing events he organised on behalf of the Crown. I agreed to be the interviewer 
and was as enthralled as the audience, as he gave such a personal insight into these 
events and others. I am sure everyone who attended would agree it was such an 
interesting and special evening. It proved so popular that we had to do it twice! 
but it was all in a very good cause raising money for the Army Benevolent Fund and 
Soldiers of Shropshire Museum. 

Victory in Europe (VE) Day May 8th



We are looking to link with as many schools, churches, different faiths, voluntary organisations and businesses throughout 
the county as possible, so that we can see all the fantastic work that is taking place and, where appropriate, share your 
news through our own platform.

To find out more about the Shropshire Lieutenancy visit our website: 

Follow us on social media: 

Photos from 
VE Day Events

So, how can 
you help?

If you or your organisation has something special to celebrate 
over the next year please do get in touch, I would be delighted 
to hear from you and if we can help by supporting any of your 
initiatives we would love to do so. We have Deputy Lieutenants 
right across the county who can attend if I cannot personally 
attend. We would also like photos of your events, which may 
then be shared in my reports to the palace.
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Lieutenancy contacts: 
Emily Marshall and Shelley Davies are Assistant Clerks to the Shropshire 
Lieutenancy and can be contacted by email or phone;  

www.lordlieutenantofshropshire.org.uk

Emily Marshall       |      01743 257717        |      emily.marshall@shropshire.gov.uk
Shelley Davies        |      01743 257718        |      shelley.davies@shropshire.gov.uk
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